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• NWS Albany is the New York 

State Liaison office – we 

coordinate non-routine fire 

weather products for eastern 

New York with Captain Adam 

Pickett (NYSDEC)

• NWS Burlington coordinates 

with Vermont

• NWS Norton, MA and Upton, NY 

coordinate with Massachusetts 

and Connecticut

Fire Weather Coordination
NWS Albany County Warning Area



NWS Albany
Fire Weather Products



Routine Products

• Gridded Fire Weather Forecast

 Graphical forecast of fire weather 

elements

 Updated daily around 4 am/pm 

(or more frequently if necessary)

Fire Weather Products



• FWF – Fire Weather Planning Forecast

 Brief fire weather discussion, followed by tabular forecast for the next ~48 

hours and extended forecast

 Zone-averaged forecast

 Issued daily around 4 am/pm Mar–Nov, updated more frequently if necessary

Routine Products

Fire Weather Products



• FWM – National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) Forecast

 Coded point forecasts valid 1300 LT the following day

 Issued daily around 3–4  pm Mar–Nov

 Issued for six NFDRS sites in eastern NY and southern VT:

o Albany Pine Bush, NY (300011)

o Belleayre Mountain, NY (301111)

o Lake Pleasant, NY (300411)

o Stony Kill, NY (305103)

o Saratoga Battlefield, NY (301901)

o Woodford, VT (431303)

 NEW THIS YEAR: Experimental 7-day FWM run 2 Mar through 31 May

Routine Products

Fire Weather Products



Non-Routine Products: Red Flag Program

• Fire Weather Watches and Red Flag Warnings are issued when the 

combination of dry fuels and weather conditions support extreme fire danger 

and/or fire behavior

Fire Weather Products



Non-Routine Products: Red Flag Program

• Fire Weather Watch: Issued 12–96 hours in advance of the expected onset of 

Red Flag conditions when confidence is 50% or greater

 Issued per coordination with state fire weather contacts

• Red Flag Warning: Issued typically within 24 hours of Red Flag conditions when 

confidence is 80% or greater

 Issued per coordination with state fire weather contacts

• Special Weather Statement: Issued when conditions support enhanced fire 

weather behavior, but at levels below Red Flag criteria

 Issued per coordination with state fire weather contacts

 Issued when temperatures are below 50°F but other Red Flag criteria are 

expected to be met

 Also can be issued to raise elevated fire weather awareness for the fire 

weather community and/or general public

Fire Weather Products



Non-Routine Products: Spot Forecast

• Detailed forecasts of local 

conditions in support of 

wildfire suppression and 

natural resource 

management (e.g., 

prescribed burns)

• Typically issued with a ~20 

minute turnaround time 

from the request

• Requests can be made via 

weather.gov/spot

Fire Weather Products



NWS Albany Fire Weather 
Webpage



weather.gov/albany/EMfire

NWS Albany Fire Weather Webpage



weather.gov/albany/EMfire

NWS Albany Fire Weather Webpage



Spot Forecast Webpage



• Enter nearest 

address, lat/lon, or 

click the map

Spot Forecast Webpage
weather.gov/spot



Spot Forecast Webpage



Spot Forecast Webpage



Specify time 

information

Specify 

desired 

forecast 

elements

Spot Forecast Webpage



Submit 

weather 

observations 

(optional)

Click 

“Submit 

Request”

Spot Forecast Webpage



Once you 

submit the 

request, it 

will send 

NWS an 

alert 

immediately

Click here 

once status 

is 

“Completed” 

to view the 

forecast. We 

will also 

contact you 

when it is 

ready.

Spot Forecast Webpage



Spot Forecast Webpage



Spot Forecast Webpage



2019 Fire Weather Season Review



March: 

Near to below normal temps
Below normal precip

2019 Fire Weather Season Review



March: Below normal snowfall
Snow cover gone at Albany by 

March 14

2019 Fire Weather Season Review

First spot forecast 
request received by 

NWS Albany: March 20



April: 
Near to above normal temps
Near to above normal precip

2019 Fire Weather Season Review

Albany April Stats:
• 16 days with measurable 

precip (normal is 12)



May: 

Near to below normal temps
Near normal precip

Albany May Stats:
• 18 days with measurable 

precip (average 13)

2019 Fire Weather Season Review



• Three days where Special Weather Statements were issued for 
elevated fire weather concerns
 April 1 (MA)
 April 3 (NY, MA, VT)
 April 4 (NY, VT)

• Red Flag Warning issued April 4 for the Capital District, Mid-Hudson 
Valley, southern/central Taconics, Berkshires, and Litchfield Hills

2019 Fire Weather Season Review



• Red Flag Warning issued April 4 for the Capital District, Mid-Hudson 
Valley, southern/central Taconics, Berkshires, and Litchfield Hills

2019 Fire Weather Season Review

18Z/2 pm 
4 April 2019 
Surface 
Analysis



• Red Flag Warning issued April 4 for the Capital District, Mid-Hudson 
Valley, southern/central Taconics, Berkshires, and Litchfield Hills

2019 Fire Weather Season Review



• Red Flag Warning issued April 4 for the Capital District, Mid-Hudson 
Valley, southern/central Taconics, Berkshires, and Litchfield Hills

2019 Fire Weather Season Review



• Red Flag Warning issued April 4 for the Capital District, Mid-Hudson 
Valley, southern/central Taconics, Berkshires, and Litchfield Hills

2019 Fire Weather Season Review



• Red Flag Warning issued April 4 for the Capital District, Mid-Hudson 
Valley, southern/central Taconics, Berkshires, and Litchfield Hills

2019 Fire Weather Season Review



• Late summer/early fall fire weather season:
 A few small fires in the Adirondacks during the first two weeks 

of August caused by lightning or campfires
 Sugarloaf Fire in Hudson Highlands State Park 

(Dutchess/Putnam border)
• First reported September 20, burned at least a week
• 50 acres, trailhead closed, no structures burned

2019 Fire Weather Season Review

Credit: Poughkeepsie Journal Credit: Poughkeepsie Journal



2020 Spring Outlook



2020 Spring Outlook

CURRENT ESTIMATED SNOW DEPTH

Slightly less than last year at this time



2020 Spring Outlook

CURRENT ESTIMATED SNOW DEPTH – DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL

Generally below normal, although closer to normal in portions of the Adirondacks



• Mild and wet through Thursday

• Becoming cold and dry Friday into the weekend (except lake effect 
snow in the Adirondacks)

2020 Spring Outlook



• March 3–9 likely near to above normal temps & precip

2020 Spring Outlook



• Possibly becoming colder and drier by Mid-March

Climate Prediction Center 
Week 3–4 Temperature Outlook
Valid March 7–20 

Climate Prediction Center 
Week 3–4 Precipitation Outlook
Valid March 7–20 

2020 Spring Outlook



• Climate Prediction Center slightly favoring above-normal 
temperatures during spring (MAM)

2020 Spring Outlook



• Climate Prediction Center slightly favoring above-normal 
precipitation during spring (MAM)

2020 Spring Outlook



• Snow depth below normal most places (especially south of I-90)

• Snow depth closer to normal in the Adirondacks

• Near to above normal temps likely the first week of March, but 
possibly on the wetter side  

• Seasonal forecasts slightly favor above normal temps and precip
for spring (MAM)

2020 Spring Outlook



Miscellaneous Items



2020 NY Burn Ban/Start of NWS 
Albany Fire Weather Season

Wednesday, March 11th (or earlier 
if conditions warrant)



Experimental 7-day FWM/NFDRS 
Forecast will be issued Monday, 

March 2 through Sunday, May 31

NEW:



Fire Weather Webpage –
Feedback Requested

www.weather.gov/aly/EMfire

Send feedback to:
dan.b.thompson@noaa.gov



NEW: Fire Weather Matrix –
Feedback Requested

www.weather.gov/aly
/EMfire

Send feedback to:
dan.b.thompson
@noaa.gov

NEW:



Fire 
Weather Dashboard

NEW:



Coming Soon:
Summit Forecasts

Selected summits 
in the southern 
Adirondacks, 
Catskills, southern 
Greens, Berkshires



Open Forum



Thank You!

Dan Thompson
NWS Albany 

Fire Weather Program Leader
dan.b.thompson@noaa.gov

Steve DiRienzo
NWS Albany 

Warning Coordination Meteorologist
stephen.dirienzo@noaa.gov 


